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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed on 17 May 2006 have been received and entered. The applicant has 
cancelled claims 8-10 and 12-17. Claims 1-3, 5-7 and 1 1 as amended are pending in the 
application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



2. Claims 1-3, 5-7 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
"A design of multimedia collaboration system for seminar type collaborative learning", Kimura 
et al. (hereinafter Kimura) and Larson et al. U.S. Patent 5,907,324 (hereinafter "Larson"). 

Referring to claim 1, Kimura teaches a system comprising a communication interface 
section that receives supplied data (information created by a presenter using a presentation sheet 
is supplied to be transmitted to participants) (Kimura: top of page 1 and pages 1 1 and 20 of the 
attached translation), a generation unit that generates meeting data (transmitting the presenter's 
presentation sheets to the seminar participants and recording the content of the presentation) 
(Kimura: pages 10-12 and 20 of the attached translation); a conversion unit including a virtual 
machine that converts the received supplied-data into a data format which allows the generation 
unit to generate the meeting data (the system is implemented as Java Applets and executed in 
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WWW browsers to deal with multi platform conversion and integration of the seminar's 
presentation on the client, or participants' computers) (Kimura: pages 5 and 23 of the attached 
translation); and a data control unit that stores the supplied-data, converted by the conversion 
unit, while managing the supplied-data in units of data associated with respective data supply 
apparatuses into a storage unit in which particular presentation data is stored (presentation data 
supplied from presenters are stored in databases) (Kimura: page 20 of the attached translation), 
and reading meeting data including at least a part of the supplied-data and the presentation data 
from the storage unit in accordance with a reproduction command indicating reproduction in 
units of data associated with the data supply apparatus, and a reproduction unit that reproduces 
the meeting data read (in response to commands, or requests from participant clients, the 
database of stored presentation data is read and the read presentation data transmitted to the 
clients) (Kimura: page 20 of the attached translation). This is further disclosed on pages 12-14 
and bottom of page 16 of the attached translation. However, Kimura fails to explicitly teach the 
generated meeting data are identified by labels for respective particular units of a meeting. 
Larson teaches a system that facilitates meetings, i.e. conferences, similar to that of Kimura. In 
addition, Larson further teaches identifying meeting data by labels for respective particular units 
of a meeting (each session profile of the conference have a unique name or identifier) (Larson: 
column 1, lines 57-67, column 2, lines 57-67 and column 6, lines 60-65). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Kimura and Larson before him 
at the time the invention was made, to modify the system for converting meeting data of Kimura 
to include the identification of meeting data by labels taught by Larson. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination in order to provide users with a persistent and efficient 



Application/Control Number: 09/743, 104 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2173 

data structure that allows users to record many more characteristics and parameters of a 
conference and retrieve the recorded information fast and easily. 

Referring to claim 2, Kimura, as modified, teach the data supply apparatus being a server 
device (presentation server and HTTP server) (Kimura: pages 5, 14, 16 and 19-20 of the attached 
translation), and the supplied-data comprising a component object serving as a part of a program 
for generating the meeting data (presenters supply presentation data used to generate the 
presentation to be sent to participants, i.e. the HTML used by the presentation sheets, drawings 
and tables) (Kimura: pages 19-20 of the attached translation), and the generation unit generating 
the program for generating meeting data in accordance with the received component object and 
generating the meeting data using the program (using the HTML transmitted from the presenter, 
the presentation is created and transmitted to the participants) (Kimura: pages 19-20 of the 
attached translation). 

Referring to claim 3, Kimura, as modified, teach the supplied-data comprising at least 
one of image data for displaying the meeting data and control data for controlling the displaying 
of the meeting data (control data such as HTML data and image data such as drawings and tables 
are supplied by the presenter) (Kimura: page 20 of the attached translation), the meeting data 
generating apparatus further comprising a display unit that displays the meeting data in 
accordance with the image data and a control unit that controls the displaying of the meeting data 
in accordance with the control data (displaying meeting data, i.e. transmitting the created 
presentation, including image data such as drawings and tables, to the participants to be viewed 
on their display screen, and controlling the display of such data, i.e. notification of page 
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switching information and transmission of seminar control commands to the participants by a 
moderator) (Kimura: pages 19-20 of the attached translation) . 

Referring to claim 5, Kimura, as modified, teach the reproduction unit reproducing the 
meeting data stored in the storage unit, in units of data associated with the data supply apparatus 
in accordance with the reproduction command (in response to commands, or requests from 
participant clients, the database of stored presentation data is read and the read presentation data 
transmitted to the clients) (Kimura: page 20 of the attached translation). 

Referring to claim 6, Kimura, as modified, teach an image-recording unit that records an 
image of a meeting scene (presentation information are recorded) (Kimura: pages 1 and 14 of the 
attached translation), the data control unit storing image data obtained as a result of a recording 
of the meeting scene in the storage unit as a part of the meeting data, in predetermined units of 
data (recorded presentations from the presenters are stored in databases) (Kimura: pages 14 and 
20 of the attached translation), and the reproduction unit reproducing the meeting data stored in 
the storage unit, in predetermined units of data in accordance with the reproduction command (in 
response to commands, or requests from participant clients, the database of stored presentation 
data is read and the read presentation data transmitted to the clients) (Kimura: page 20 of the 
attached translation). 

Referring to claim 7, Kimura, as modified, teach the meeting data generating apparatus 
further comprising a data control unit that stores the supplied-data, converted by the conversion 
unit, while managing the supplied-data in units of data associated with respective data supply 
apparatuses into the storage unit in which particular presentation data is stored (control data such 
as HTML data and image data such as drawings and tables supplied by the presenter are stored in 
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databases) (Kimura: pages 14 and 20 of the attached translation), reading meeting data including 
at least a part of the supplied-data and the presentation data from the storage unit in accordance 
with a reproduction command indicating reproduction in units of data associated with the 
processing apparatus (in response to commands, or requests from participant clients, the database 
of stored presentation data is read) (Kimura: page 20 of the attached translation), and the 
communication interface section transmitting the read meeting data to the data supply 
apparatuses (the data read from the databases are transmitted to connected client computers) 
(Kimura: page 20 of the attached translation). 

Referring to claim 11, Kimura teaches an information storage medium comprising 
interpretation information including the virtual machine implemented therein, for interpreting 
received supplied-data using the virtual machine (the system is implemented as Java Applets and 
executed in WWW browsers to interpret and integrate the seminar' s presentation on a plurality 
of client computers while solving the problem of multi platform conversion) (Kimura: pages 5 
and 23 of the attached translation); and generation information for generating the meeting data 
based on an interpretation result (creating a presentation from presentation data received and 
integrated, the created presentation is subsequently transmitted to the participants for viewing) 
(Kimura: pages 10-12 and 20 of the attached translation). This is further disclosed on pages 12- 
14 and bottom of page 16 of the attached translation. However, Kimura fails to explicitly teach 
the generated meeting data are identified by labels for respective particular units of a meeting. 
Larson teaches a system that facilitates meetings, i.e. conferences similar to that of Kimura. In 
addition, Larson further teaches identifying meeting data by labels for respective particular units 
of a meeting (each session profile of the conference have a unique name or identifier) (Larson: 
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column 1, lines 57-67, column 2, lines 57-67 and column 6, lines 60-65). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Kimura and Larson before him 
at the time the invention was made, to modify the system for converting meeting data of Kimura 
to include the identification of meeting data by labels taught by Larson. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination in order to provide users with a persistent and efficient 
data structure that allows users to record many more characteristics and parameters of a 
conference and retrieve the recorded information fast and easily. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 17 May 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive: 

4. The applicant argues that the motivation reported in the office action is not supported by 
objective evidence or record because Larson teaches retrieving conference parameters and 
automatically resuming a prior conference, still in session, while Kimura teaches recording a 
session for later viewing, after termination of the conference; thus, the motivation provided is 
directed towards minimizing the efforts to resume a pre-existing conference while Kimura' s 
inventive intent is to archive the data for subsequent viewing, after the participants have 
terminated the conferences. The respectfully disagrees. Larson teaches that the user can store 
information related to a conference; this information can also be retrieved and viewed at a later 
time. Although Larson does not explicitly state that the parameters can be viewed at the specific 
later time of after the conference has ended, Larson does teach that the parameters can be easily 
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accessed, after the conference characteristics has been saved (column 2, lines 63-67). Similarly, 
Kimura teaches viewing conference data after it as been saved (bottom of pages 3 and 1 1). 
Therefore, the motivation provided by Larson is directed towards allowing users to quickly and 
easily access saved conference data after it has been stored, which is directly related to the 
inventive intent of Kimura for viewing conference data after it has been saved. In view of the 
above arguments, the examiner respectfully asserts that it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in they art to combine the teachings of Kimura and Larson. 

5. Furthermore, the applicant argues that each reference teaches the use of a single operating 
system, and does not teach the ability to operate in a multiplicity of operating systems, or an 
ability to convert data between various operating systems. In response to applicant's argument 
that the references fail to show certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the 
features upon which applicant relies (i.e., "ability to operate in a multiplicity of operating 
systems", or "an ability to convert data between the various operating systems") are not 
explicitly recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). In addition, the examiner respectfully 
argues that Kimura teaches that the invention can be combined with other systems (page 5 of 
Kimura recites that the conference system "enables the connection with different models"). 
Furthermore, both Kimura and Larson teach that the system operates on browsers (page 5 of 
Kimura and column 9, lines 35-47 of Larson). Therefore, the examiner respectfully argues that 
both inventions are implemented on browsers and can be connected with other systems/models. 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in37CFR 1.136(a). 

6. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ting Zhou whose telephone number is (571) 272-4058. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached at (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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